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Enclosed is a copy of the latest communication from the United States Patent
and Trademark Office in the above identified ex parte reexamination
proceeding (37 CFR 1.550(f)).

Where this copy is supplied after the reply by requester, 37 CFR 1.535, or the
time for filing a replly has passed, no submission on behalf of the ex parte
reexamination requester will be acknowledged or considered (37 CFR 1.550(g)).




Control No. Patent Under Reexamination
, . 90/008,330 6988138
Order Granting / Denying Request For _ o
Ex Parte Reexamination Examiner rt Unit
Roland G. Foster 3992

--The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--

The request for ex parte reexamination filed 17 November 2006 has been considered and a determination
has been made. An identification of the claims, the references relied upon, and the rationale supporting the

determination are attached.

Attachments:” a)__] PTO-892, b)X] PTO/SB/08, c)X| Other: See the Decision.

1. The request for ex parte reexamination is GRANTED.
RESPONSE TIMES ARE SET AS FOLLOWS:

For Patent Owner's Statement (Optional). TWO MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication
(37 CFR 1.530 (b)). EXTENSIONS OF TIME ARE GOVERNED BY 37 CFR 1.550(c). '

For Requester's Reply (optional): TWO MONTHS from the date of service of any timely filed
Patent Owner's Statement (37 CFR 1.535). NO EXTENSION OF THIS TIME PERIOD IS PERMITTED.
If Patent Owner does not file a timely statement under 37 CFR 1.530(b), then no reply by requester

is permitted.

2.[] The request for ex parte reexamination is DENIED.

This decision is not appealable (35 U.S.C. 303(c)). Requester may seek review by petition to the
Commissioner under 37 CFR 1.181 within ONE MONTH from the mailing date of this communication (37
CFR 1.515(c)). EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE SUCH A PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.181 ARE
AVAILABLE ONLY BY PETITION TO SUSPEND OR WAIVE THE REGULATIONS UNDER

37 CFR 1.183.

In due course, a refund under 37 CFR 1.26 ( ¢ ) will be made to requester:

a) (] by Treasury check or,

b) (] by credit to Deposit Account No. , or
c) [] by credit to a credit card account, unless otherwise notified (35 U.S.C. 303(c)).

Roland G. Foster
Primary Examiner
Art Unit: 3992

cc:Requester ( if third party requester }

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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Application/Control Number: 90/008,330 Page 2
Art Unit: 3992

DECISION
A substantial new question of patentability affecting claims 1-44 of United States Patent
No. 6,988,138 B1 to Alcomn et al. (hereinafter "Alcom") is raised by the request for ex parte

reexamination, filed on November 17, 2006 (hereinafter the "Request").

Pages 1 and 2 of the Request identifies the following printed publications as providing

teachings relevant to the claims of the Alcorn patent:

L. TopClass Version 1.2.2b Administrator's Guide (Ireland: WBT Systems, October
1997) (hereinafter "TopClass").

2. "Information Sharing: Collaborating Across the Networks," Proceedings of the
11" Annual International Conference on Systems Documentation (Waterloo,
Ontario, Canada, 1993), 361-362 (New York: ACM Press, 1993) (hereinafter
"Galt").

3. "Enhancing Teaching Using the Internet: Report of the Working Group on the
World Wide Web as an Interactive Teaching Resource," Proceedings of the 1%
Conference on Integrating Technology into Computer Science Education
(Barcelona, June 2-6, 1996) 218-228 (New York: ACM Press, 1996) (hereinafter
"Hartley").

4, U.S. Patent No. 5,002,491 to Abrahamson et al. (hereinafter "Abrahamson").

A reasonable examiner would consider the above prior references important in makinga -

decision as to the patentability of claims 1-44 of the Alcorn patent.
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